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H  H  E  following  Tunes  are  chiefly  extraded  from  the  Collection  publifhed  by  the  Rev.  C.  Grep;or 
X  in  Germany,  entitled  Choral  Buch  enthaltend  die  zu  dem  Gefangbuche  der  Evan?eli[chen  Brndir<?L 
memenvom  Jahrc  1778,  geborige  Melodien;  Leipzig,  1784;  which  may  eafily  be  referred  to,  as  I  have 
retained  the  fame  numbers.  Some  tunes  peculiar  to  our  EngHfh  hymns  are  added  ;  and  as  feveral  n^w 
metres  have  been  introduced  into  the  Hymn-Book  publifhed  in  1789,  I  have  endeavoured  to  fuoply  the 
Tunes  wanted  according  to  my  beft  abilities.  As  fome  who  wim  to  make  ufe  of  this  Collection,  may  not  have 
(ufhcient  opportunity  for  ftudying  thorough-bafs,  I  have  placed  the  plained  accompaniment  in  finall  dots 
under  the  treble,  which  may  ferve  as  a  guide.  But  I  fubmit  both  this  part  of  the  performance  and  the 
new  competitions  to  the  judgment  of  able  performers  and  fingers,  leaving  them  to  fubftitute  whatever 
they  may  find  more  proper. 

The  titles  of  the  Tunes  are  chiefly  the  firft  line  of  the  firft  hymn  of  each  metre  in  the  above-mentioned 
Hymn-book.  Some  tunes  are  inferted  both  on  account  of  their  intrinfic  merit,  and  their  being  in  fre- 
quent ule  in  our  congregations  abroad,  though  not  at  prefent  fung  amongft  us  here. 

-  The  Rev  Mr  Gregor  obferves  in  the  preface  to  his  Tune-book,  "that  in  the  earlieft  ages  of  the 
church  of  the  Brethren,  the  pradice  of  fmging  hymns  has  been  in  high  effimation  ;  and  that  to  this 
preient  day,   a  great  part  of  their  daily  worfhip  confifts  in  finging.   ^Nothing,"  he  adds,   «  is  more 
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6t  calculated  to  imprefs  the  mind  with  devotion,  than  to  hear  a  congregation  engaged  in  the  worfhip  of 
"  the  Lord,  finging  and  making  melody  unto  him — inftrumental  mufic,  and  efpecialiy  the  organ,  uniting 
"  with  and  fupporting  the  voices  of  the  people.  Whoever  has  heard  it,  and  experienced  the  truth  of 
"  this  affertion,  cannot  but  wifh,  that  this  gift  of  God  bellowed  upon  us,  and  fo  conducive  to  general 
"  edification,  may  be  preferved  without  diminution  in  all  our  congregations  ;  and  that,  fcattered  as  we 
"  are  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  we  may  neverthelefs,  in  this  part  of  our  worfhip  alfo,  be  perfectly 
**  uniform." 

I  have  therefore  never  deviated  from  the  original  (though  fome  of  our  congregations  in  England  have 
adopted  a  few  peculiarities)  with  a  view  that  this  pleafing  uniformity  may  likewife  be  eftablifhed  amongft 
us. — The  introduction  of  new  Tunes  is  however  by  no  means  excluded.  Some  metres  have  the  advantage 
of  a  variety  of  Tunes,  adapted  to  the  fenfe  of  the  hymns  for  which  they  were  compofed  ;  and  it  would  be 
well,  if  every  metre  had  the  fame.  If  any  able  Compofer  therefore,  would  furnifh  this  variety,  a  valu- 
able and  ufeful  appendix  to  the  prefent  collection  might  be  formed. 

By  introducing  here  fome  obfervations  concerning  the  practice  of  finging,  and  chiefly  of  inftrumental  ' 
mufic  in  the  church,  I  hope  not  to  trefpafs  upon  the  reader's  patience  too  long.     As  to  finging,    I  beg 
leave  to  quote  again  part  of  Mr.  Gregor's  Preface  :   v. 

"  The  excellence  of  congregational  finging  confifts  in  this, — that  though  all  join,  yet  none  feek  to  outvie 
"  the  reft.  By  bringing  each  voice  to  the  level  of  the  whole,  a  fweet  and  yet  powerful  confluence  of 
"  harmony  is  created.  But  whoever  leads  the  fong,  fhould  fing  fo  diftinctly,  that  the  words  of  the  hymn 
"  may  be  heard,  which  cannot  be  expected  from  the  whole  congregation, — nor  could  well  be  effected 
"  without  prejudice  to  good  finging.  Both  the  minifter  and  the  congregation  fhould  likewife  take  due 
**  notice  of  the  contents  of  the  hymn  or  verfe  to  be  fung,  and  regulate  the  chearfulnefs  or  folemnity  of 
"  their  voices  accordingly.  Whenever  one  metre  has  feveral  Tunes,  attention  ought  to  be  paid  in  the  choice 
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11  of  them,  that  the  ftrain  of  the  Tune  may  be  fuited  to  the  fenfe  of  the  hymn.  Tunes,  that  have  hitherto 
"  been  unknown  to  the  congregation,  may  be  introduced,  either  by  being  at  firft  repeatedly  fung  by  the 
"  choir,  or  played  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  fervice  in  lieu  of  the  ufual  prelude,  by  which  the  con- 
*'  gregation  becomes  infenfibly  acquainted  with  them." -Thus  far  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gregor. 

However,  notwithftanding  thefe  and  many  other  valuable  rules  for  finging  (too  numerous  to  be  inferted 
here)  the  natural  imbecillity  of  the  human  voice  is  fuch,  that  few  can  keep  to  the  pitch  in  which  a  tune 
is  begun,  efpecially  in  long  hymns,  or  a  fuccefiion  of  many  verfes.  Confequently  the  congregation,  as 
experience  mews,  is  gradually  finking  its  voice,  yea,  the  voice  of  each  individual  finks  in  a  different 
degree,  fo  that  the  longer  the  finging  lafts,  the  more  grievous  the  diffonance  is  rendered.  To  remedy  this 
imperfection  ay?(^0r/  is  wanting,  calculated  to  give  the  finging  that  firmnefs,  fo  indifpenfably  neceffary  towards 
producing  the  above-mentioned  pleafmg  effect.  This  fupport  is  juftly  expected  from  the  affiftance  of 
hifirumental  mufic, — for  the.  firmeft  and  moft  powerful  voice  of  the  Precentor  is  borne  down  by  the  weight 
of  the  finking  multitude.  Inftrumental  mufic,  therefore,  if  thus  applied,  being  not  improper  in  the  houfe 
of  God,  (having  been  once  appointed,  and  never  forbidden)  organs  were  introduced  into  the  church,  and 
are  undoubtedly  of  all  other  inftruments  beft  adapted  to  anfwer  the  above  purpofe.  But  in  order  to  obtain 
the  true  and  beneficial  effect  of  an  organ,  it  is  required,  that  the  organift  mould  enter  into  the  fpirit  of 
his  office,  and  become  actuated  by  the  fame  principle  that  every  other  fervant  in  the  houfe  of  God  is  taught 
to  act  from.  Without  this,  he  not  only  neglects  his  call,  but  betrays  his  truft.  There  is  fcarcely  a  perfon 
in  the  church,  who  more  eafily  expofes  his  inattention  and  want  of  true  devotion,  than  the  organift; 
nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  fmcere  and  devout  people,  for  want  of  difcernment,  or  not  feeing  an 
amendment  eafily  effected,  conceive  a  mufical  inflrument  improper  in  the  church,  becaufe  they  have  never 
heard  it  properly  ufed. 

But  we  mould  not  merely  flop  and  lament  that  mufic  in  general  has  fhared  the  fame  fate  with  other  preci- 
ous gifts  of  God  bellowed  upon  man,  and  that  with  them  it  has  been  forced  into  the  fervice  of  iniquity,  and 
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led  to  a£t  as  an  incentive  to  vice  ; — we  fhould  rather  endeavour  to  reftore  it  to  its  primitive  and  facred  ufe, 
and,  as  a  grateful  return  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  gifts,  employ  this  noble  talent  in  his  fervice. 

The  Brethren,  as  far  as  their  feeble  efforts  would  go,  have  taken  pains  to  effedt  this  among  themfelves. 
All  that  learn  this  fcience  in  their  fchools,  are  taught  to  confider  the  practice  thereof,  whether  vocal  or 
inftrumental,  as  leading  to  the  fame  grand  point,  in  which  all  other  parts  of  learning  ought  to  center, 
namely,  in  the  fervice  of  the  Loud,  and  the  promotion  of  his  glory  on  earth.  In  the  earlieft  period  of 
their  eftablifhment,  they  endeavoured  to  render  their  manner  of  finging  conformable  to  the  folemnity  that 
pervades  a  congregation,  met  in  the  prefence  of  God  to  pour  out  their  hearts  before  him,  either  in  prayer 
and  praife,  or  in  the  contemplation  of  the  great  proofs  of  his  goodnefs  towards  them,  a  due  fenfe  of  which 
will  always  preclude  thoughtlefs  vociferation,  vain  emulation,  and  levity  of  air.  They  introduced  inftru- 
mental mufic  with  a  view  to  render  the  voice  of  the  congregation  more  fleady  and  pleafing,  and  the  per- 
formers being  impreffed  with  the  fame  awful  fenfe  of  the  prefence  of  God,  and  the  importance  of  their 
fervice  in  his  houfe,  confidered  it  utterly  inconfiftent  to  gratify  their  own  vanity,  and  draw  the  attention 
of  the  congregation  towards  them,  by  an  ill-timed  difplay  of  their  fancy.  This  example  we  all  wifh  to 
follow. 

Every  mufician,  pofTefled  of  found  mufical  tafte  and  judgment,  will  readily  acknowledge,  that  Jimplictly 
is  a  grand  fource  of  beauty  in  church-mufic  ;  and  yet  fuperior  genius  feems  required  to  be  confcious  of  its  ' 
powers  and  willing  to  follow  its  dictates  ;  fuch  is  the  prevalence  of  depravity.  But  there  is  ftill  fomething 
of  far  greater  importance  than  our  tafte  and  judgment  that  determines  the  real  degree  of  excellence  in 
church-mufic  :  this  is  nothing  lefs  than  the  blemng  of  God  conveyed  unto  us  through  the  means  he  deigns 
to  employ.  If,  when  we  fing  unto  Him,  we  feel  his  divine  prefence  with  us,  hearing  our  prayers,  accept- 
ing our  praifes,  and  that  our  hearts  are  enlivened  and  comforted  by  the  contemplation  of  his  mercies,  then, 
and  not  otherwife,  both  finging  and  playing,  become  fanclified  unto  us  ;  and  Tunes  that  appear  perhaps  to 
have  but  little  mufical  merit  to  gratify  the  cravings  of  a  faftidious  appetite,  will  convey  the  pureft  and  moft 
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devout  fenfatlons  to  the  hearts  of  the  hearers  ;  yea  even,  when  only  repeated  upon  an  inftrument,  will  recall 
to  their  minds  an  after  tafte  of  the  bleflings  conveyed  unto  them  by  the  words  of  the  hymns  to  which  they  are 
adapted.  An  organift  duly  imprefled  with  this  idea,  would  think  himfelf  highly  blameable  if  by  the  inter- 
fperfion  of  his  often  very  heterogeneous  decorations  he  mould  deftroy  this  great  defign.  He  will  even  by 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  prelude,  fuited  to  the  folemnity  of  the  occafion,  endeavour  to  prepare  the  minds  of 
the  affembly  for  the  enfuing  fervice,  carefully  avoiding  every  ftrain  that  might  produce  a  contrary  effect. 
Such  an  organift,  pollened  but  of  few  powers  as  to  execution,  can  be  of  more  real  fervice  to  the  church  of 
Christ,  than  the  moll  fkilful  profeflbr  deftitute  of  the  above  principles.  But  it  is  needlefs  to  add  any  thing 
more  upon  afubjedl  fo  well  and  generally  underflood,  as  the  value  of  mufic  determined  by  the  ideas,  fug- 
gefted  by  the  ufe  to  which  it  is  applied,  for  wherever  mufic  exifts,  mankind  is  not  ignorant  of  it. 

The  tunes  of  the  hymns  of  the  Brethren  are  moftly  antient,  the  greater  part  being  common  to  them  and 
other  proteftant  churches.  They  ought  to  be  fung  and  played  in  their  native  fimplicity,  many  of  them  having 
attained  to  too  great  an  age,  to  appear  to  any  advantage  in  a  new-fafhioned  drefs.  Others  are  of  later  date, 
yet  little  deviating  from  the  ftyle  and  fimplicity  of  the  former.  The  peculiarities  of  the  liturgy  of  the  Bre- 
thren, require  that  the  following  remarks  fhould  be  attended  to  ;  which  I  truft  will  agree  with  the  experi- 
ence of  our  organifts  : 

I.  It  is  needful  that  the  organift  fhould  be  able  to  play  the  hymn  Tunes  in  moft  if  not  all  the  different 
keys  extempore,  becaufe  upon  many  occafions  the  verfes  fung  by  the  minifter,  according  to  his  own 
choice,  are  taken  from  a  variety  of  hymns,  and  it  would  be  next  to  impoflible  to  turn  continually  to  the 
Tune-book,  without  detriment  to  the  fmgingj  efpecially  asfuch  fingle  verfes  are  feldom  given  out.  This 
latter  circumftance  requires 

II.  That 
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II.  That  he  fhould  be  acquainted  with  moft  if  not  all  the  hymns  in  the  hymn-book, — that  upon  their 
being  given  out,  or  fung  without  previous  notice,  he  may  aflift  a  weak  finger,  by  pitching  immediately 
upon  the  right  tune  in  a  proper  key,  if  left  to  his  choice,  or  in  the  key  the  finger  himfelf  pitches  upon. 

III.  In  cafe  the  organift  is  not  able  to  follow  the  finger  eafily  in  difficult  keys,  for  inftance,  in  C  *  or  F  * 
and  mujt  feek  an  eafier,  he  fhould  never  afcend,  but  always  defcend  half  a  tone, — viz.  from  C  *  to  C — 
from  F  *  to  F   as  the  congregation  will  more  naturally  fall  in  with  him  by  lowering  its  voice. 

IV.  The  ufual  interludes  between  the  lines  fhould  be  fhort,  and  fuited  to  the  contents  of  the  hymn  fung, 
leading  gently  and  infenfibly  into  the  fucceeding  line. 

V.  If  in  any  hymn  two  lines  are  fo  connected  together,  that  the  ufual  paufe  between  them  would  injure 
the  fenfe,  the  interlude  fhould  not  hinder  the  finger  from  proceeding  without  delay.   . 

VI.  The  organift  cannot  be  too  attentive  to  the  finger  and  the  congregation,  not  every  verfe  being 
fung  according  to  ftricT:  time,  but  according  to  the  gravity  or  chearfulnefs  of  its  contents,  efpecially  in 
accompanying  a  fingle  voice,  which  fhould  be  left  at  large  to  vary  the  time  as  occafion  requires,  particu- 
larly in  chaunting.     For  this  purpofe, 

VII.  The  organ  fhould  never  overpower  the  voices,  neither  in  accompanying  an  individual,  the  chorus, 
nor  the  whole  congregation,  but  yet  have  fufficient  ftrength  of  found  to  prevent  their  finking.  If  the 
congregation  confifts  of  a  mixed  multitude,  neither  accuftomed  to  moderate  their  voices,  nor  acquainted 
with  our  Tunes,  then  the  organ  ought  to  be  played  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  all  diflinclly,  even  by 
the  moft  vociferous,  which  may  be  the  more  fafely  done,  as  on  fuch  occafions  the  hymn  is  always 
given  out. 

VIII.  That 
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VIII.  The  louder  the  organ  is  played,  the  greater  fimplicity  is  required ;  and  it  is  a  great  miftake  to 
fuppofe,  that  a  chearful  and  majeftic  Tune  acquires  any  additional  brilliancy  by  a  number  of  makes,  and 
other  graces  very  ill  fuited  to  the  character  of  Hymn  Tunes,  and  undermining  the  very  effect  the  player 
wiihes  to  produce. 

IX.  There  are  generally  fome  in  the  congregation  that  fing  a  kind  of  fecond  or  bafs  to  the  Tunes.  The 
organiit   mould  alfo  pay  attention  to  thefe  fingers,  and  to  avoid  a  difcord  not  play 

Treble     &     c  '  -d  ■  e    1     ,        ■,  .       .      r  .        r      1    b     c     d    e 

r>  r  jt         r  when  the  congregation  is  uled  to  line  > 
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or  in  the  like  inftances.     If  he  even  juftly  prefers  a  bafs,  different  from  that  marked  in  the  Tune  Book,  yet 

he  mould  facrifice  his  opinion  to  the  prevailing  cuftom,  if  not  utterly  falfe,   and  even  then  be  cautious  and 

gentle  in  leading  into  the  right  track.     But  in  accompanying  a  fmgle  voice,  or  playing  the  Tunes  before 

or  after  the  fervice,  this  "caution  is  not  fo  neceffary. 

X.  To  be  able  to  play  a  voluntary,  is  by  no  means  an  effential  part  of  the  qualifications  of  an  Organifl 
among  the  Brethren.  The  congregation  will  always  prefer  hearing  Hymn  Tunes  played  in  its  ftead,  which 
befides  affording  a  great  variety,  have  a  pleafing  and  edifying  effect.  If  a  voluntary  is  played — all  in- 
congruities mould  be  avoided,  and  the  audience,  not  even  undesignedly,  be  led  from  the  aim  of  their  meet- 
ing to  attend  either  with  admiration  or  difpleafure  to  the  dexterity  of  the  organift's  fingers,  or  rather  to 
the  levity  of  his  mind. 

I  hope  it  will  not  appear  prefumptuous  in  me  to  recommend  thefe  obfervations  earneftly  to  the  conside- 
ration of  all,  and  efpecially  of  our  young  performers. 

Difficult  as  the  taik  may  appear,  yet  by  patience  and  attentive  practice,  the  performance  will  acquire 
that  eafe  that  isv  fo  indifpenfably  neceffary  for  the  comfort  of  both  organifl  and  congregation.  Though 
practice  at  home  is  ufeful,  and  mufl  naturally  precede,  yet  without  the  opportunity  of  accompanying 
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the  congregation  itfelf,  the  bell  player  will  always  remain  at  a  lofs.  The  variety  of  our  meetings  afford 
the  beft  opportunities  for  young  pra&itioners  to  come  forward,  and  to  be  infenfibly  led  into  every  one  of 
the  above  requifites ;  and  as  with  us  this  fervice  is  voluntary,  our  young  organifts  claim  the  candor  and 
kind  indulgence  of  their  audience  with  the  greater  confidence. 

May  the  joyful  hope,  that  we  ere  long  fhall  join  in  the  fong  of  the  redeemed  in  heaven,  infpire  our 
liturgy  here  below  with  all  that  humble  fervor  and  devout  animation  which  becomes  a  firm  conviction 
that  our  prefent  and  future  happinefs  was  procured  by  the  death  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  was  flain,  and 
has  redeemed  us  to  God  by  his  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  torfgue,  and  people,  and  nation; — to 
whom  be  bleffing,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  power,  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen ! 
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